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New Windsor, NY – Congressman John Hall (NY-19) awarded the prestigious Air Medal to
more than three dozen former flight crewmembers of the 336th Medical Detachment, an Army
Reserve Helicopter Ambulance unit, today at Stewart International Airport in Newburgh, NY.
The event was held at the 2nd Aviation Detachment Hangar and attended by crewmembers
from across the country, along with their families and friends.

  

The former flight crewmembers were awarded the Air Medal for meritorious service in support of
Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm from December 1990 to May 1991. The
60 men and women of the 336th Medical Detachment, trained as Medevac pilots, helicopter
crew chiefs and medics, were given the mission to evacuate sick and wounded soldiers from
the battlefield, as well as transport medical personnel to POW camps to treat Iraqi soldiers.

  

Due to adverse field conditions and administrative oversight, the unit’s flight crews did not
receive their Air Medals until Rep. Hall intervened on their behalf earlier this year.

  

“It was with great pleasure and honor that I was able to ensure that the members of this brave
unit received the recognition they deserved,” said Rep. Hall. “We’re here today to thank them
again for their courageous service to our country.  As a new generation of American soldiers is
fighting in the Middle East, their dedication and professionalism remains a shining example of
how to get the mission done.”

  

When the 336th Medical Detachment arrived in Riyadh, Saudia Arabia in November 1990, an U.
N. authorized coalition force comprised from over 30 countries was ready to thwart Iraq’s
Saddam Hussein from occupying Kuwait and controlling the vital oil resources of the region.
What is now called the Persian Gulf War began in January 1991, and the 336th flew its
missions to retrieve the wounded from the battle areas during Scud missile attacks and under
the constant threat of enemy chemical and biological warfare.

  

All sixty members of the 336th unit returned home safely, but the unit’s flight crews never
received the Air Medal despite being recommended for the award.

  

Retired Lt. Col. Robert Milmore, a Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY resident and former member of the
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336th, approached Rep. Hall earlier this year about the Air Medal oversight. A subsequent letter
from the Congressman to the Secretary of the Army spurred another reconsideration of the
award for the crewmembers, and approval was granted a few weeks ago.

  

“This is the end of a twenty-year-long road for all the crewmembers that richly deserved this
award,” said Milmore, who had his Air Medal pinned on him by his son, U. S. Army Captain
Robert Milmore, Jr., a West Point graduate. “Speaking for the entire unit, I can say we’re
extremely grateful to Congressman Hall for all of his efforts on our behalf.”
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